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including a new duck pond station for 

our smallest guests.  This year we opted 

to go for ñquality over quantityò and 

feel that our guests truly enjoyed open-

ing the wrapped gifts.  Everyone re-

ceived a candy cane from Mrs. Claus 

and digital photos were taken of every-

one with Santa.  The prints were distrib-

uted to members at the next meeting 

and others to the BBBS coordinator.  

On the following Monday evening we 

celebrated once again having the gen-

eral membership meeting in the LAG-

TSA clubroom and then moving to the 

main room for fun and games with 

Candy Anderson winning the hilarious 

musical chairs event.  We enjoyed an-

other great meal served up by Dee and 

Lanny Smith and several members took 

the opportunity to exchange gifts and 

best wishes as GTSA was ñdarkò for the 

next two weeks with no meetings due to 

the holiday calendar.  It was truly a 

wonderful holiday season... 

A Return To Christmas Traditionsé (Continued from Page 1) 
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Last year as we ñpulled offò the first of our theme Christmas celebrations, 

scheduling conflicts limited the number of volunteers.  This year however, 

we were very fortunate to have over thirty volunteers from those who helped 

wrap the gifts for over 100 guests (in the upstairs non-air conditioned room), 

blowing up inflatables, helping to build the Currier & Ives living room set, 

operating games, guest reception, food prep and meal service up to (but cer-

tainly not least) our clean up crew.  A very special thank you to Augustus 

ñGusò Odell and Rosie Ash for their exceptional portrayals of Santa and 

Mrs. Claus.  Bill Sadlier, in his second year leading the festivities, noted that 

without the never ceasing efforts of Ann Sedlmayr, ñit just couldnôt hap-

pen!ò and of course, GTSA President Paul Jeonnotte was always there to 

lend a helping hand (sometimes with a hammer or paint brush in it). Thank 

you Paul!  The ice cream was graciously donated by Hickey Culpepper and 

we thank him for once again providing the games for both sessions.  Our 

thanks to Malcolm Garey and George OóHearn for providing the entertain-

ment for both parties.  Thank you as well to all of those who joined us on 

Saturday, January 5th to help remove the last decorations and ñclean upò. 

We were very happy to receive some outstanding financial support from 

both the Greater Tampa Showmen's Association and the Ladies Auxiliary of 

the GTSA with their matching grants and an exceptional cash donation by 

Karen and Mike Thomas.  We are also indebted to several individuals and 

businesses for their kind donation of plush stock, gifts and prizes including 

Gary Thomas, Craig Nelson, Kim and Ronnie Netterfield, Nancy Sales 

(NANCO), Bones Mirrors Inc. and AAA South.  Our heartfelt thanks to all! 

Over thirty members of the Christmas Party committee and volunteers were treated to 

a ñhead startò breakfast of eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits and plenty of coffee as they 

prepared for a long day of personal service during the two back-to-back parties. 
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For the first time in many 

years, the Greater Tampa 

Showmenôs Association 

in conjunction with the  

Ladies Auxiliary GTSA 

proudly hosted a holiday 

charity event.  A Christ-

mas Party for 50 young 

members of the Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of 

Tampa Bay organization 

along with each individ-

ualôs Big Brother or Big 

Sister was held at 10:00 

AM on Saturday, Decem-

ber 15th.  With the assis-

tance of Joyce Lewis, the 

BBBS program coordina-

tor, the party was an abso-

lute success!  Miss Lewis 

provided Bill Sadlier, 

Christmas Party Commit-

tee Chair, with a ñwish 

listò and the clubôs special 

angel, Ann Sedlmayr, 

Committee Co-Chair, 

personally shopped all 

over Tampa Bay to ensure 

that each youth received 

at least one item on their 

wish list.  Needless to say, 

most of the guests were 

shocked to receive some-

thing from Santa 

that they really 

wanted!  Each 

guest received be-

tween three and 

five individually 

wrapped gifts in 

addition to prizes 

won during the 

games portion of 

the event.  Everyone en-

joyed a lunch of hot dogs 

and a ñhave it your wayò 

taco bar, fruit cups and 

ice cream.  Entertainment 

was provided by Malcolm 

Garey and everyone was 

thrilled by his perform-

ance and the live animals. 

We were very fortunate to 

have an incredible num-

bers of volunteers (a pic-

ture of just a few appears 

on page 4) and those who 

made substantial cash and 

stock / prize donations. 

Later on Saturday after-

noon, we hosted a Christ-

mas Party for 52 mem-

bersô guests.  As in the 

earlier party, we started 

with a games session 

where each guest was 

given tickets to play their 

choice of gamesé       

Continued on Page 4 

A Trio of Holiday Parties  
Currier & Ives Christmas Theme 

Welcome Home Bar-B-Que Feast 
Once again our members we treated to a fantastic B-B-Q 

buffet feast on Sunday, November 25th.  Headed by Mike 

Coburn and Dee and Lanny Smith along with a team of 

volunteers, the touches such as fresh squeezed juice, buf-

fet decorations and of course the giant turkey legs, made 

this one of the best outdoor parties we have had in years.  

Special thanks to Dee and Lanny for all of their never 

ending work including the provision of two portable 

smoker/BBQ units.  We served over 225 meals and still 

did not run out of food.  Congratulations and sincere 

thanks to the entire committee and volunteers! 

Special points of interest: 

GTSA Website continues to expand 

Club Rooms New Looké Awesome! 

Giant Yard Sale and Auction Planned 

Time to do the Mardi Gras Mambo! 

Amsterdam Trip Postponed to 2009 

GTSA Boat Club Elects New Commodore 
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MARDI GRAS FETE FUN RAISER 2 
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desserts will reflect New Orleans di-

verse cuisine.  Included in the festivi-

ties is a 

traditional 

King Cake 

ritual with 

great gifts 

and prizes 

as well as 

a compli-

mentary Hurricane (the cocktail that 

is).  The Donation per guest is only 

$25.00 and we remind everyone that 

this IS a masquerade; therefore masks 

are required but costumes are optional.  

We will have a number of masks for 

sale at the door and ask that all mem-

bers invite their friends and families to 

join us for this new FUN raiser and 

enjoy the tastes of Mardi Gras 2008! 

Join us as we celebrate Mardi Gras 

during our first annual Mardi Gras Fete 

on Saturday, January 19th.  Cocktails 

and hors dôoeuvres  start at 7:00 PM 

and dinner will be presented at 8:00 

PM.  We will have live music perform-

ing in the lounge with a comfortable 

blend of typical Mardi Gras hits and 

contemporary hits.  The appetizers, 

entrees and side dishes as well as the 

Under the very watchful eye of Laura 

Sedlmayr, the renovations of the club-

rooms is well under way.  One step 

inside and you notice the ñnewò look.  

Check out the gilded mirrors and soon, 

a deco design chandelier will grace the 

lobby.  The main club room has been 

completely painted and the black ceil-

ings certainly accent the art deco sus-

pended lighting fixtures.  Emergency 

lighting and exit signage will be up-

dated in the coming weeks.  The LAG-

TSA room has a fresh new appearance 

and the cocktail lounge looks ñbrand 

newò.  The ladies powder room has 

been recently updated when Candy 

Anderson took a ñhands onò approach 

artistically framing the ante-room mir-

rors (with the kind assistance of Bob 

Mann).  Our facilities just keep getting 

better by the day. 

In the near future, we look forward to 

replacing the tile work in the kitchen 

buffet area and resurfacing the rear 

patio area.  We are developing a reno-

vation plan for the electrical and light-

ing grids which include a revamping of 

the audio system and the installation of 

an integrated video display network.  

We are also considering expanding our 

current internet access to provide a 

building wide wireless ñhot spotò pro-

viding members with secure wireless 

internet access anywhere inside the 

facility.  Of course, all of these im-

provements increase our opportunity to 

rent the facilityôs various spaces for a 

number of business functions, meetings 

and seminar situations as well as the 

more typical weddings, birthday par-

ties, memorial services, etc.  

The first phase of creating rental guide-

lines and agreements including member 

and non-member pricing are almost 

finalized and a new brochure is in pro-

duction.  A list of preferred vendors is 

also being compiled.  Our clubrooms 

will be one of the finest function halls! 

for $15.00 (note that each individual 

vendor is responsible for sales tax col-

lection).  Their will be food service 

available for both vendors and guests 

as well as access to restrooms.  At the 

time of printing, vendor spaces are still 

available and we ask that you contact 

Malcolm, the project manager, directly 

at (813) 505-9086 for your space reser-

vation. 

The under tent Giant Auction is still 

accepting  donations and items on con-

signment.  A portion of the proceeds of 

the auction will be presented to the Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay 

organization. 

We are very pleased to present the First 

Annual GTSA Yard Sale and Auction 

with the flea market style yard sale 

spanning three days from Friday Janu-

ary 11th through Sunday January 13th.  

The Giant Auction will take place un-

der our ñbig topò at 1:00 PM Saturday 

the 12th of January with a preview at 

10:00 AM Saturday morning. 

Under the direction of master marketer 

Malcolm Garey, vendor spaces have 

been selling rather well.  Each space is 

twenty feet wide by 15 feet deep (20ô x 

15ô) with space to park behind and ta-

bles will be available.  The per day per 

space donation is $10 or all three days 

Be on the look out for highly collecti-

ble Ferris Wheel seats and Merry-Go-

Round horses as well as an assortment 

of Carnival and Circus memorabilia.  

There will be a few secret spectacular 

items mixed in with standard auction 

fare.  There is a deal waiting for you so 

please invite your friends, neighbors, 

relatives (especially those with cash) to 

join us for three days or fun and cama-

raderie.  Additional questions can be 

answered by the various committee 

members and the GTSA office at (813) 

253-5762.  Please come early for the 

best deals around and preview the auc-

tion Saturday morning at 10:00 AM. 

Page 2 

Mardi Gras Fete 2008 -  Our Seasonal FUN  Raiser  

Renovations Lead To Increased Rental Opportunities  

First Annual GTSA Yard Sale and Auction  

G TS A HEADS AN D T AL ES  VO L UME 3 ǐ ISS UE 1  (WIN TE R)  

The GTSA Nominating Committee has presented 

the Regular Ticket Slate for the 2008-2009 Elec-

tions (Annual Meeting is Monday, January 28th)é 

Bob Mason, Sr., President; Laura Sedlmayr, 1st 

Vice President; Tony Milio, 2nd Vice President, 

Malcolm Garey, 3rd Vice President, JoAnn Koza, 

Treasurer; and Teresa Dillman, Secretary.   

 

The GTSA Boat Club met in December and voted 

Ralph Marsicano as the new Commodore and Linda 

Mason will serve as the Secretary/Treasurer.  The 

Boat Clubôs Holiday Party will be held at the GTSA 

Clubrooms on Thursday, January 17th.  Each mem-

ber or guest must bring a gift valued at $20 for the 

Thieving Elves Gift Exchange.  Additionally, every-

one is asked to bring a covered dish with the Boat 

Club providing entrée items.  Members are re-

searching a dinner boat cruise which will be appro-

priate for the Boat Clubôs annual dinner party. 

 

Mark your calendars with the great number of 

events planned for the next few months.  The LAG-

TSA Presidentôs Testimonial is set for Thursday, 

January 24th and the absolutely infamous LAGTSA 

Installation and Follies will be on Saturday, the 2nd 

of February.  That party opens up Februaryôs BIG 

week of events.  Monday the 4th we find the IISA/

GTSA Golf Tournament.  Tuesday the 5th is the 

GTSA Appreciation Dinner.  The Open House fa-

mous home-made buffet and Silent Auction is Sat-

urday, the 9th (the ñE Ticketò Drawing is also on 

the 9th) and the GTSA Memorial Service is on Sun-

day, the 10th.  The Presidentôs Cocktail Party 

(honoring outgoing GTSA President Paul Jeonnotte) 

is on Friday the 16th and finishing off Februaryôs 

special events is the installation of new GTSA Offi-

cers and Board Members which will be held on 

Monday, the 18th. 

The Hit The Road Bar-B-Que is planned for Satur-

day afternoon on March 22nd.  Yôall come! 

Please note that unfortunately, the Euro-Party trip to 

Amsterdam has been postponed until 2009 due to 

the tour directorôs family health issues.  Sorry... 
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Bits and Pieces  
The LAGTSA has been selling copies of their Shin-

ing Stars 2008 wall calendar featuring some of 

their brightest stars as an organizational fund raiser 

and to support the local chapter of MADD (Mothers 

Against Drunk Driving).  Recently, LAGTSA 

President, Beverly Nordine, presented a check in 

the amount of $1,000 to MADD as a result of the 

membersô marketing skills.  Bravo LAGTSA! 

 

With the GTSA closed for two weeks over the holi-

days, last year we decided to have a Joint Meeting 

and Social with LAGTSA on Wednesday, January 

2nd.  What a way to start a new year.  Each Board 

met individually and then the joint public session 

followed in the main clubroom.  Then came the so-

cial portion of the night where, if you were there, 

you know how ñsocialò the night became.  Sherry 

Bolin directed a scavenger hunt with Ann Sedlmayr 

and Paul Jeonnotte serving as judges.  Seven teams 

of six were formed and with one runner appointed 

per table, the list of items lead teams scavenging all 

over the club.   

First three sets of keys and then three sets of dinner-

ware including silverware were fairly easy.  Two 

CDLôs per team and even women in menôs shoes 

were not too hard.  But then, came the surprises.  

Hmmé ñweôre looking for three bras and panties!ò  

The looks on some of the membersô faces was 

priceless and the commotion went wild.  Red faces, 

embarrassed faces and members clutching members 

was just the beginning.  The most outrageous re-

quest was three pairs of menôs pants on three 

women.  ñHey, give me your pants!ò is not part of 

the standard meeting protocol but it was that night.  

The ladies had the chance to see more of the men 

than expected at this combined social.  The winning 

team was comprised of members of the GTSA and 

LAGTSA officers.  Laura Sedlmayr cooked up a 

batch of her famously delicious minestrone soup! 

http://www.madd.org/

